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Worship with PUCC every Sunday Morning at 9:00 am 
 
Pennsburg United Church of Christ mission statement:  
We are a welcoming congregation that celebrates and shares 
God’s unconditional love with each other, the community and 
the world.   
 
 

                                                        
 
     

Consistory Officers & Employees: 
Rev. Steven Myren  
Cell #267 575-6773   Email -  pennucc.pastor@gmail.com 
President ................................. Scott Mest 
Vice President ......................... Wendy Smedley 
Treasurer ................................. Sharon Burns 
Secretary.................................. Paula Sell 
Organists: ............................... Michael Huffman & Ernest Yeagley 
Custodian ................................ Lynn Sturdevant 
Administrative Assistant………Sharon Burns 

 
 



Please remember that on Sunday, January 7th, 
PUCC’s Sunday Morning Worship Time will move to 9:00 AM. 
We will continue to worship at 9:00 AM through the end April. 
Please join us at 9:00 AM on January 7th for the coming of the 
Wise Men on Epiphany Sunday. The service will feature a Musical 
Communion Setting and January’s Quarters for Sheep Offering. 
 
 

On January 14th the Fellowship Committee will sponsor a Church 
Breakfast from 8 AM to about 9:50 AM. This will give the congregation an opportunity 
to spend time with Pastor Steve on a Sunday morning, since he will need to leave after 
our worship service to travel to St. John’s. At July’s breakfast we will discuss the 
opportunity we have to partner with Code Blue to provide a homeless shelter to our 
area. 
 
 

   Come join Consistory members the fourth Sunday of every month for 
Consistory Conversations. Starting in January, Consistory members will be available 
before or after the service (depending on our worship schedule) to discuss any questions 
you might have about current events and issues, and keep you informed about 
everything going on in the church. We’ll share as much as we know (or are able to share) 
and as much as you want to hear! These conversations are intended to be informal times 
to discuss the work of your Consistory and the state of the church in an informal setting, 
and will sometimes coincide with monthly Fellowship Hours. We want you to be 
informed! The first Conversation will be Sunday, January 14th during the breakfast 
prior to the service. 
 



       After a brief Christmas break, beginning Sunday, January 7th , Pre-school and 
Elementary age children are invited to attend Sunday School following Children’s Chat on Sunday 
mornings.. 

Pennsburg UCC’s Elementary and Junior/Senior High Youth Groups will meet from 6:00 PM to 7:30 
PM on Sunday, January 21st at the church for our monthly meeting. Parents, please make sure to 
note on your calendars that we are meeting a week later than normal! As always, youth are 
encouraged to bring their friends. 

 

 

																																														  
                               Please remember the following in your prayers: 

Dave Probst    Kerry Goodwin      Keith and Holly Goodwin    Pastor Steve & his Family 

                                           Carol Huff          Betty Althouse 

 

Thank you to…… 
Everyone who helped at the workday in our house. 
Our parents, youth, children, CE Committee and Youth Sponsors for presenting this 
year’s Youth and Children’s Christmas Program. 
Everyone who donated to the Quarters for Sheep Offering in December. 
Everyone who helped provide Christmas to our Adopt-a-Family. Thank you especially 
for Lori Kern for delivering our gifts to Open Link. 
December’s Sunday School Staff and Youth Group Sponsors. 
Everyone who helped to lead worship in December. 
Everyone who provided food for the Christmas Eve Reception. 
Everyone who helped decorate the church for Advent and Christmas. 
Everyone who sponsored Christmas Poinsettias. 
Holly Lash, for your dedicated service on Consistory. 
 



             The Pennsburg UCC 30/40 Challenge! 

At the annual congregational meeting in November, Consistory proposed the 30/40 Challenge. For 
2024, we want to challenge you all to help us maintain a weekly minimum of 30 people in 
attendance, and receive $40,000 in total annual giving to beat the $35,000 that we approved in 
the annual budget. With some really good attendances throughout December we will be finishing 
out December rather strong. Let’s keep it up for 2024! 

    Our plans were being laid out. Early in this new year, we would begin a 
process to plan for our future.	

     The process actually already began in 2023, with the opening opportunities we took 
to begin to reflect on our past. Consistory spent a great deal of time over the past 
months talking and making plans for our planning process. 
     What is the saying – the best laid plans of man and mouse? 
Our plans have been interrupted by what appears to be a wonderful opportunity to 
minister to our community. 
     We have homeless living among us. For the most part, unless you are looking, they 
are hidden in the background of our lives. But yes, we have those living outside in the 
cold right here in our Upper Perk Valley. 
      About a year ago, a group of individuals in our area formed a committee and began 
making plans to help care for the homeless. One of their dreams is to open a Code Blue 
Shelter. If you are not aware of Code Blue, it takes its name from a county program. 
When the temperature drops below 32 degrees, a Code Blue is issued and the county 
provides emergency care to the homeless. A Code Blue Shelter is an important part of 
that aid. Currently, the closest Code Blue Shelter to our community is in Quakertown. 
    When a Code Blue is called, the shelter is open to the homeless for the evening. At the 
shelter they receive an evening meal, a warm and safe place to stay for the night, and 
breakfast the next morning. In addition, the shelter also hopes to provide warm clothing 
and other necessities. All of this happens through the ministry of volunteers. 
     In November, we were contacted by members of the committee who are looking for a 
place for the Shelter. Consistory met with a member of the committee in December. It 
turns out that our house next to the church, which is currently empty and unused, would 
be an ideal place for the Shelter. Consistory has also discussed the use of Miller Hall. 
     The committee is hoping to have the Shelter open by mid-January. That time-line is 
not feasible for us. We need time to discuss if this is a ministry we want to support 
though the use of our house. Of course, we would need to work out the details and the 
house would need to be brought up to code. Consistory has proposed to the committee 
that, if we move forward, a shelter at PUCC may be able to open by mid-February. 
     In the meantime, we need to talk as a congregation. 



     I cannot speak for anyone else, but in my opinion, this ministry has so many 
possibilities for our congregation. Among them that I can see: 
     1. We would be helping our community through a very concrete and needed ministry. 
We would have a new mission for our congregation to which to dedicate ourselves, with 
innumerable opportunities for service and growth. Taking on such a mission would have 
a profound effect on who we are as a faith family. 
     2. We would connect to and be visible in our community. Hosting the Shelter would 
be putting a giant neon sign outside our church telling the community WE ARE HERE 
AND DOING GOD’S WORK. COME JOIN US. 
    We would be caring for individuals who need our help. Most importantly, we would be 
faithfully serving our God. 
   I am excited about the opportunity, but in the end, what is important is how you feel 
and what you think. If we move forward with Code Blue, this is a commitment we will 
make together, as a church family. If we move forward with Code Blue, this is a path we 
will walk together, as a church family. 
   In order for us to begin to talk, we will take advantage of a couple of events already 
scheduled. Fellowship Committee is hosting a Church Breakfast on Sunday, January 
14th. During that breakfast, we will discuss Code Blue. The next Sunday, January 21st, 
our first Consistory Conversation will take place following worship, during which Code 
Blue will be discussed. Representatives from the committee who is organizing the 
outreach to the homeless have offered to come and meet with us. If you would like to 
talk in a more informal, one-on-one setting, please let me know and we can have 
lunch together or meet at the church. The important thing is that you participate in this 
dialogue as we decide together how to move forward. 
   Consistory has tentatively scheduled a Congregational Meeting following Worship on 
Sunday, February 4th to vote on using our house as a Code Blue Shelter. This was done 
to meet the announcement requirements for calling a Congregational Meeting. We will 
need to see how our discussions go to confirm that the vote will be appropriate at that 
time. 
   I know this is a lot to take in at once. I know this would be a big step for our 
congregation. In your personal prayers please ask God to give us guidance and 
discernment as we make this decision. Please ask God to give us patience and 
understanding with one another. Please ask God that we would be faithful. Then, come, 
help us decide what we should do. 
God bless you, 
Pastor Steve 

                                      As we head into the winter months there is always a 
chance that inclement weather will impact our church services. In the event of bad weather 
and we need to cancel church, we will provide updates to the church website and phone 
message, social media sites, and WFMZ closure site. The safety of our members is of 
utmost importance. 
 
                                                        
                                                       
 



   Advent and Christmas Worship: Our Christmas Heritage 
The Advent and Christmas Services this year at PUCC  were not our “normal” services. 
To help Pastor Steve and the Worship Committee better plan our worship, please talk to 
the pastor or a committee member (Kathy Badman, Sharon Burns, Mary Jane and Tom 
May) and provide feedback on how you experienced the services so we can improve 
what we do to make them more meaningful for you. Thank you. 
 
Please join the Worship Committee about noon on Wednesday, January 10th as we take 
down and store the Christmas Decorations for another year. 
 
 

         Request for Offering Steward volunteers!  

Consistory is putting out a request for volunteers to serve as offering stewards for each Sunday 
service throughout 2024. If public speaking isn’t your thing, then this is a great way for everyone in 
the congregation to contribute to the service, and speaking is not required! Since we’re currently 
only using half of the sanctuary, only two stewards are required each week. There will be sign-up 
sheets in the tile room; you are welcome to sign up for as many services as you want. 

                             	

2023 Financial Wrap Up 
The 2023 Contribution Statements will be going out in the US Mail in the very near 
future. Please watch for it in your mailbox. 
 
2023 Total Income – $69,124.68 
2023 Total Expenses – $127,346.10 
2023 Investments used to cover expenses – $58,221.42 
If you are interested in reviewing the 2023 Financials, please contact me. I will be 
glad to discuss it with you. A full 2023 Profit/Loss statement is posted on the 
bulletin board in the front Narthex. 
Sharon Burns/ PUCC Treasurer  
                                     

                                           
 



 
 
 

 From the President of PUCC Consistory, Scott Mest 
             HELP WANTED! 
Sharon Burns - our Treasurer, Administrative Assistant, and Financial Secretary - is 
stepping down from those positions after wearing all 3 hats for several years. If you see 
Sharon, please make sure to thank her for her dedicated service to the church. 
With that being said, Pennsburg UCC is in need of a Treasurer, Administrative Assistant, 
and Financial Secretary to start as soon as possible. Consistory is asking our members first 
to see if any one of you are interested in any of these positions. The Treasurer is a paid 
position and involves paying the church bills, keeping track of payroll, maintaining bank 
and investment accounts, and other duties. The Administrative Assistant is a paid position 
that involves maintaining the church administrative office, reading church emails and 
checking the church voice mail and directing messages to the appropriate church 
committee or personnel, putting together the monthly newsletter and distributing it, 
maintaining the church directory, and other duties. The Financial Secretary is an unpaid 
position that involves recording the weekly member contributions, picking up the deposit 
bags from Univest, among other duties. If you are interested in any of these positions, or 
know someone that is, please speak with any member of Consistory or contact the Church 
office for more information. Sharon has agreed to train anyone interested in these 
positions. 

									1	 		+	1				 		Plus	a	Flock	of			 						+	???????															

Heifer Project at Pennsburg UCC: The Year of the Sheep! 
We are almost ready to purchase our THIRD SHEEP of this Sunday School Year. Lizzie our mascot 
sheep says THANK YOU so much for your generosity. 
The wool sheep provide is a valuable resource, providing warm clothing for families and children 
living in harsh environments. Entire communities depend on sheep for their livelihood. Donating 
sheep gifts to a community: 
1. Boosts income through sales of extra wool 
2. Enable families to Pass on the Gift to others quickly 
3. Provides warm clothing for families living in harsh environments 
Sheep can graze the hilliest, rockiest pastures unsuitable for other livestock. They can also provide 
milk for hungry families. Our sheep donations make a perfect gift - sheep are adaptable and are able 
to survive nearly anywhere in the world. 
We will raise money for our sheep during Worship on Sunday, January 7th.  Don’t forget your change for 
January’s Quarters for Sheep Offering. 
 
                                
 
 
 



           2024 Outreach and Growth Events 
The Outreach and Growth Committee ministry has three goals: 
1. Extend our church’s presence and the awareness of PUCC in our community by participating 
in community events. 
2. Build relationships with our community by hosting community events at the church. 
3. Strengthen the relationships within our faith family through fellowship events. 
After addressing each of these goals, the committee has put together the following calendar of events 
for 2024. 
 
                       2024 Outreach and Growth Calendar of Events 
 
Valentine’s Day Fellowship Hour: Sunday, February 11th 
The Committee will host February’s Fellowship Hour, celebrating Valentine’s Day. 
Succulent Planting: April 20th or 21st 
We will invite our members and the community to a day of planting household plants. 
Ice Cream Bar and Game Night: May 
We will play Games, featuring an Ice Cream Bar. 
Make Music UP: Friday, June 21st 
We will provide hot dogs, chips, dessert and water to those watching the performances at our church. 
Have pamphlets available about PUCC. 
Iron Pigs: June 
We’ll attend an Iron Pigs Game together. 
Fourth of July Community Celebration: Thursday, July 4th 
We sponsor a stand with simple carnival games and prizes in the morning. Have pamphlets available 
about PUCC 
Church Picnic/Outdoor Games @ YMCA: 4 PM to 7 PM, July 
We will meet at the YMCA pool for an All-Church Picnic. 
Peach Festival: Saturday, August 17th 
The committee will sponsor the Basket Raffle and activities for kids. 
Community Day: Saturday, September 9th 
We will have a stand with crafts and PUCC give-away items. Have pamphlets available about PUCC. 
Halloween Parade: 5:30 PM, October 20th 
We’ll provide hot chocolate and pretzels to those attending the parade. Have pamphlets available 
about PUCC. 
Community Trunk or Treat: October 27th 
We will host Trunk or Treat for the community in our parking lot. We will invite area businesses to 
participate.  
Christmas Parade and Christmas Crafts/Luncheon 
Between Worship and the parade, we will sponsor a luncheon and Christmas Craft Making for our 
congregation. During the Parade we’ll offer hot chocolate and pretzels. Have pamphlets available 
about PUCC. 
Some of these events will require a small number of people to organize and run. Others will involve 
many more of us. Together, the Outreach and Growth Committee looks forward to making our name 
known in our community, building relationships with our community, and strengthening our own 
relationships at PUCC. Please mark your calendars and see when and how you will want to 
participate! 
Have an idea for an event? Please talk to a member of the committee (Holly Lash, Wendy Smedley, 
Paula Sell, Alyssa Soult, Dana Heimbach and Lori Hawkins).	 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Pennsburg UCC 
775 Main Street 

Pennsburg, PA 18073 
Thursday, February 15, 2024 

2:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
 

Pennsburg UCC is hosting a Red Cross blood drive on Thursday, February 15th from 2 to 7 pm. 
What better way to share the love after Valentine’s Day…and the gift of life…than by donating 
blood at our upcoming blood drive. There are plenty of time-slots available, but hurry, they will 
fill up fast! Scheduling a donation is easy. If you want to donate, you can visit the Red Cross 
website at redcrossblood.org and enter our sponsor code “Pennsburg UCC” in the ‘Find a Blood 
Drive’ search box, then select your preferred time and donation type (regular donation or Power 
Red). Please consider donating…your donation could help save a life. 
                                                              Give blood. Help save lives. 
 
 
 

                              Remember our shut-ins with your prayers and 
cards 

Carol Huff                            Grace Grubb                           Lydia Maurer 

315 Basset Court                105 Penn Street                     502 Main St. Apt. A 

Limerick, PA 19468            Pennsburg, PA 18041            East Greenville, PA 18041 

 

Shirley Pursel                     Randy & Bev Reinhart        Peggy Schwenk                   Emily Hoff 

PO Box 155                        809 Holly Dr.                        1600 Black Rock Rd.           2849 Big Road 

Hereford, PA 18056        Green Lane, PA 18054         Royersford, PA 19468        Zieglerville, PA 19492      

         

                                                                   Betty Althouse                                          

                                                                   159 Main Street 

                                                                   Pennsburg, PA 18073 
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